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The Early Years Foundation Stage at Sompting Abbotts  

Pre Preparatory 

Our Early Years children progress through PP1 with Mrs. Joanna Carrington, Ms. Karen 
Andrews and Mrs Fiona Owen.  Then, through PP2, with Mrs. Penny Meares and Mrs. 
Joanna Carrington.  

The Pre Prep opens at 8.30 am, but it is not necessary to arrive before 8.50 am. Parents who 
need to drop their children earlier can use the Early Room facility from 8.00 am. Each day 
begins with registration and assembly. Please find details of the day-to-day running of the 
Pre Prep in the accompanying handbook.  

We hope the following information will provide you with some insight into the early stages 
of your child’s education: 

What is the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS),  is how the Government and early years 
professionals describe the time in your child’s life between birth and age 5.  

This is a very important stage as it helps your child get ready for school as well as 
preparing them for their future learning and successes. From when your child is born 
up until the age of 5, their early years experience should be happy, active, exciting, fun 
and secure; and support their development, care and learning needs.  

Nurseries, pre-schools, reception classes and childminders registered to deliver the EYFS 
must follow a legal document called the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework.  

What is the EYFS Framework – why do we have one?  

The EYFS Framework exists to support all professionals working in the EYFS to help your 
child, and was developed with a number of early years experts and parents. 

The framework also places emphasis on your role in helping your child develop. 

It sets out:  

• The legal welfare requirements that everyone registered to look after children must 
follow to keep your child safe and promote their welfare  

• The 7 areas of learning and development which guide professionals’ engagement 
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with your child’s play and activities as they learn new skills and knowledge  

• Assessments that will tell you about your child’s progress through the EYFS 

• Expected levels that your child should reach at age 5, usually the end of the reception 
year; these expectations are called the “Early Learning Goals (ELGs)” 

There is also guidance for the professionals supporting your child on planning the 
learning activities, and observing and assessing what and how your child is. What does 
it mean for you as a parent? 

Ensuring my child’s safety 
Much thought has been given to making sure that your child is as safe as possible. Within the 
EYFS there is a set of welfare standards that everyone must follow. These include the 
numbers of staff required in a nursery and things like administering medicines and carrying 
out daily risk assessments.  

Quality 
You can find out about the quality of your child’s nursery and other early years providers in 
relation to the EYFS Framework by checking what the Government’s official inspection 
body for early years, Ofsted,has to say about it. You can find this information at 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report     

How my child will be learning 

The EYFS Framework explains how and what your child will be learning to support their 
healthy development.  

We aim to ensure that the three characteristics of effective learning and teaching; playing and 
exploring, active learning and creating and thinking critically are embedded into our practice. 

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their 
understanding through 7 areas of learning and development.  

Please see the attached curriculum documents for details of the three prime areas :      
Personal, social and emotional development                                                                                                       
Communication and Language                                                                                                                                               
Physical Development                                                                                                                            

	Also the four specific areas:                                                                                   
Mathematics                                                                                                                        
Literacy                                                                                                                  
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Understanding the World                                                                                            
Expressive Arts and Design 

These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. The professionals teaching 
and supporting your child will make sure that the activities are suited to your child’s unique 
needs. As your child moves from PP2 into PP3, the work of the EYFS areas will   develop 
into the Key Stages of the National Curriculum.  

 How can I find out how my child is getting on? 
It is important that you and the professionals caring for your child work together. You need 
to feel comfortable about exchanging information and discussing things that will benefit 
your child. These conversations will be with your child’s “key person”. This is the person 
who: 

• Is your main point of contact within the setting 

• Helps your child to become settled, happy and safe 

• Is responsible for your child’s care, development and learning 

• Takes a careful note of your child’s progress, sharing this with you and giving you 
ideas as to how to help your child at home.  

At Sompting Abbotts Nursery you will have regular opportunities to share and discuss your 
child’s Learning Journal as well as the regular contact with staff at the beginning and end of 
the day. 

There are two stages (at age 2, and again at age 5) when the professionals caring for your 
child must give you written information about how he or she is doing. 

When your child is 5 

At the end of the EYFS – in the summer term of the reception year in school – teachers 
complete an assessment which is known as the EYFS Profile. This assessment is carried out 
by the reception teacher and is based on what they, and other staff caring for your child, have 
observed over a period of time.  You will be given a report telling you whether your child is 
emerging, expected or exceeding within the 17 Early Learning Goals. (ELGs)   

Parents can ask to see their children’s records at any time and all policies are available on 
request. 

Play is the way in which children will discover new things about the world, develop new 
skills and build relationships. Before children learn to read and write they use play as a very 



4	

	

important way to express their feelings, ideas and responses. A great deal of learning goes on 
while children play and we encourage a broad range of play situations for the Early Years 
children. The children and staff make the most of our fabulous outdoor environment to 
enhance the children’s experiences.  Members of staff use their observations of children's 
play and listen to their ideas to inform their planning for future activities.  

The Early Years pupils join in almost all the activities of the Pre Prep including special 
activity days, puppet shows, assemblies, services at St. Mary's and Christmas parties. Details 
of events are posted on the notice board in the entrance to the 'Old Stables' and sent to you 
by letter or invitation. The younger children also enjoy their own play area in the walled 
garden which has a sand pit, activity apparatus and large wheeled toys. 

On a practical note, your help with the following will build your child's confidence and 
support their understanding of routines and conventions. 

• Please encourage your child to put on her/his own blazer, tracksuit, shoes and 'wellies', 
independently.                                                                        

• Blow and wipe their nose.                                                                                  

• If they are dry, please encourage them to use the lavatory on their own, explain about 
flushing the loo and the importance of hand washing.    

• If they are wearing nappies we work with the parents/carers when they progress to 
toilet training. Please ensure that you provide nappies, wipes and a change of clothes, 
all clearly labelled. A copy of our nappy changing policy is available on request.                                                                                                      

• Please also encourage your child to use 'please', 'thank you' and 'excuse me'. 

I hope that the information given here will be of help. We look forward to building a strong 
bond with you and your child. We are always pleased for opportunities to discuss, explain 
and help whenever necessary. 

 

 


